
 Sermon Notes February 4 2024  
Christian Friendship 

1 Thessalonians 2:17-3:13 
 
Who is your best Christian friend?   
 
 
“But since we were torn away from you brothers, for a short time, in person not in heart, we 
endeavored the more eagerly and with great desire to see you face to face, because we wanted to 
come to you—I, Paul, again and again—but Satan hindered us. For what is our hope or joy or crown of 
boasting before our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it not you? For you are our glory and joy.  Ch. 3 
Therefore when we could bear it no longer, we were willing to be left behind at Athens alone, and we 
sent Timothy, our brother and God’s coworker in the gospel of Christ, to establish and exhort you in 
your faith, that no one be moved by these afflictions. For you yourselves know that we are destined 
for this. For when we were with you, we kept telling you beforehand that we were to suffer affliction, 
just as it has come to pass, and just as you know. For this reason, when I could bear it no longer, I sent 
to learn about your faith, for fear that somehow the tempter had tempted you and our labor would be 
in vain. Vs. 6 But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us the good news of 
your faith and love and reported that you always remember us kindly and long to see us, as we long to 
see you— for this reason, brothers, in all our distress and affliction we have been comforted about you 
through your faith. For now we live, if you are standing fast in the Lord. For what thanksgiving can we 
return to God for you, for all the joy that we feel for your sake before our God, as we pray most 
earnestly night and day that we may see you face to face and supply what is lacking in your faith? 
Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, and may the Lord 
make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you, so that he may 
establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
with all his saints.” 
 
God is your Heavenly __________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 12:47 "These are my mother and brothers who do the ____________________ of God"  
 
Acts 17:1-9 Some Jews who rejected Christ __________________________ that Paul  was able to win  
 
__________________ followers to Christ.   
Acts 17:10-15 The Christ haters in Thessalonica _____________________________ from Thessalonica  
 
to stir up trouble in Berea and other towns. Paul left for ________________________. 
 
The greatest enemies of the true Church are always found within the __________________________.  
 
1 Thessalonians 3:18______________________________hindered him from coming back.   
 
Satan’s goal is always to __________________________________ Gospel ministry wherever and 
however he can. 
 
John 8:44 The devil “is a __________________________ and a _____________________________.”  



 
Ephesians 6:12, "We do ______________________ wrestle with flesh and blood but with principalities 
and powers, the world rulers of this present darkness." 
 
1 Thessalonians 3:7 shows that their faith remained ______________________________.   
 
That was a __________________________________________ to Paul when he was weak.   
 
1 Thessalonians 3:9 - “For what thanksgiving can we ________________________ to God for you…?”   
 
You are not an ____________________________________ of isolation.  You are a part of a beautiful, 
functioning Body made up of believers who work together.   
 We _________________________________ to be in each other’s lives.   
 
 
 
 
 


